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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Editors (Business Editors. High-Tech Writers Summer Internetworld 99. "PocketCard 
Inc.'s Product Launch at Internet World Summer 99: High-Tech VISA Card Ends 
Expense Account Headaches." Business Wire. New York: Jul 21 . 1999. pq 1) in view of 
Claus (US PAT 5.857.079) . 

Re Claim 1: Editors discloses the high-tech VISA PocketCard comprising: 

• Establishing a plurality of virtual financial accounts wherein each virtual 
financial account wherein muitipie virtual financial accounts may be 
overlaid upon one actual financial account (Page 2, 4 th full paragraph) 

• Allocating a given amount of funding for each of the plurality of virtual 
financial accounts from each of the actual financial accounts upon 
which each virtual financial account is overlaid (Page 2, 4 th full 
paragraph; "employer sets individual limits for each card.") 

• Allocating a transaction to a virtual financial account selected from the 
plurality of virtual financial accounts, the transaction corresponding to a 
debit from or a credit to at least one of the actual financial accounts 
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upon which the virtual financial account selected is overlaid (Page 2, 
9 th full paragraph; "The report is automatically prepared as the card is 
used. As soon as a transaction takes place, complete details are 
entered into the card's transaction history." Also see 1 1 th full paragraph 
"cardholders can review records for their individual account.") 
• Debiting or crediting the allocated fund amount according to the 

transaction allocated to the particular virtual financial account and from 
the at least one corresponding actual account (See 4 th full paragraph; 
debiting of the virtual account is inherent in that the employee cannot 
spend more than the amount allocated. If virtual account was not 
debited with each transaction the employee would be able to surpass 
the limit. This is not the case.) 
Editors does not explicitly disclose wherein each virtual account is capable of 
being overlaid upon multiple actual financial accounts. Claus discloses wherein each 
virtual accounts (categories) can be overlaid upon multiple financial accounts (Type). 
For example the "groceries" virtual account can be overlaid onto either of the cash or 
credit actual accounts in Fig 1 3. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of invention to include the teaching of Claus to the disclosure of 
Editors so that a single card is utilized to record and categorize transactions for a 
business expense account. In this manner the business entity has maximum control 
and oversight over the transactions of their employees. 
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Re Claim 2: Editors in view of Claus discloses the claimed method supra and 
Editors further discloses the step of determining a balance with each of the plurality of 
virtual financial accounts (Page 2, 2 nd full paragraph, the employer can review all card 
transactions at any time by accessing the account at PocketCard's website." And 9 th full 
paragraph "The employer can review the history online at anytime.") 

Re Claim 3: Editors in view of Claus discloses the claimed method supra and 
Editors further discloses the step of displaying the balance of a virtual account after 
transaction allocation and debit or credit of the transaction (Page 2, 9 th paragraph; "As 
soon as a transaction takes place, complete details are entered into the card's 
transaction history. The employer can review the transaction details at any time.") 

Re Claim 4: Editors in view of Claus discloses the claimed method supra and 
Editors further discloses the step of distinguishing between the transactions that have 
cleared real time through the actual financial account and those that have not within 
each of the plurality of virtual financial accounts. (Page 2, 9 th paragraph; "As soon as a 
transaction takes place, complete details are entered into the card's transaction history. 
The employer can review the transaction details at any time.") 

Re Claim 5: Editors in view of Claus discloses the claimed method supra and 
Editors further discloses the step of displaying transaction information of a selected 
allocated transaction within one of the virtual accounts (Page 2, 11 th full paragraph 
"Cardholders can review records for their individual account."). 

Re Claim 6: Editors discloses a method for managing financial resources in an 
automated fashion comprising: 
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• Establishing a plurality of virtual financial accounts overlaid on actual 
accounts, wherein multiple virtual accounts may be overlaid upon a single 
actual account (Page 2, 4 th full paragraph) 

• Allocating a given amount of funding for each of the plurality of virtual 
accounts from each of the actual accounts upon which each virtual 
account is overlaid (Page 2, 4 th full paragraph; "employer sets individual 
limits for each card.") 

• Allocating transactions in real time to the appropriate virtual accounts so 
that individuals in remote locations may view the accounts and coordinate 
purchases (Page 2, 2 nd full paragraph, the employer can review all card 
transactions at any time by accessing the account at PocketCard's 
website." And 9 th full paragraph "The employer can review the history 
online at anytime.") 

Editors does not explicitly disclose wherein each virtual account is capable of 
being overlaid upon multiple actual financial accounts. Claus discloses wherein each 
virtual accounts (categories) can be overlaid upon multiple financial accounts (Type). 
For example the "groceries" virtual account can be overlaid onto either of the cash or 
credit actual accounts in Fig 13. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of invention to include the teaching of Claus to the disclosure of 
Editors so that a single card is utilized to record and categorize transactions for a 
business expense account. In this manner the business entity has maximum control 
and oversight over the transactions of their employees. 
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Re Claim 7: Editors in view of Claus discloses the claimed method supra and 
Editors further discloses the step of determining a balance with each of the plurality of 
virtual financial accounts (Page 2, 2 nd full paragraph, the employer can review all card 
transactions at any time by accessing the account at PocketCard's website." And 9 th full 
paragraph "The employer can review the history online at anytime.") 

Re Claim 8: Editors in view of Claus discloses the claimed method supra and 
Editors further discloses the step of displaying the balance of a virtual account after 
transaction allocation and debit or credit of the transaction (Page 2, 9 th paragraph; "As 
soon as a transaction takes place, complete details are entered into the card's 
transaction history. The employer can review the transaction details at any time.") 

Re Claim 9: Editors in view of Claus discloses the claimed method supra and 
Editors further discloses the step of distinguishing between the transactions that have 
cleared real time through the actual financial account and those that have not within 
each of the plurality of virtual financial accounts. (Page 2, 9 th paragraph; "As soon as a 
transaction takes place, complete details are entered into the card's transaction history. 
The employer can review the transaction details at any time.") 

Re Claim 10: Editors in view of Claus discloses the claimed method supra and 
Editors further discloses the step of displaying transaction information of a selected 
allocated transaction within one of the virtual accounts (Page 2, 1 1 th full paragraph 
"Cardholders can review records for their individual account."). 
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Re Claims 11-21 : Further apparatus claims would have been obvious in order to 
perform the previously rejected method claims 1-10 and are therefore rejected using the 
same art and rationale. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-21 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy M. Harbeck whose telephone number is 571- 
272-8123. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on 571-272-6799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571^273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




